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As you’ve probably guessed, this year has been incredibly busy and productive.

The academic year started with our pride and joy – Oakfest.  The date changed from the usual June slot to one early in September and it was a much-needed event for the whole community.  Overall, we raised £114,500 with some of this going to St. Mary’s and Oakley Pre-school.  Thanks to all who made it a success.

Swimming
After the fitting of our new pool liner, (Funded by Calor Community) all children were able to swim to the end of September-well, to the end of the pool anyway!  We know the pool is a luxury, but it does ensure that children don’t have to wait until they are in Yr3 before they can swim as part of the curriculum.

STEM Fair
This STEM Fair had been on hold throughout the pandemic, but the sun shone and our exhibitors were excited to meet us at last.  We were so fortunate to have the support of so many people to demonstrate the wide variety of applications of STEM subjects.  In the morning, representatives from RAF Brize Norton and our very own Mr Launchbury, (parent) ran activities and challenges for each class in turn.
In the afternoon, we were joined by representatives from Greatmoor, Brookes the Churchill Hospital, Larkmead Vets, Imperial College, Baxter Pharmaceuticals, Guide Dogs for the Blind and the Selmes family with some mammals for us to meet.  The newly appointed science ambassadors from Year 4 and 5 helped to set up and worked hard all afternoon to provide activities for every to take part in.
The children were able to learn about a wide variety of STEM activities, helping them to learn about careers and to experiment and see how their learning helps them.

Visits to church
Harvest Festival celebrations were held at the St Mary’s on 29th September.  It was lovely to be back in church, celebrating together after all this time.  Our children made us so proud, walking sensibly and entering the church quietly and respectfully.  It really was a sight to behold, as we almost filled the church, I’m not sure where parents are going to sit when we are all in there together.  Our children also led services at St. Mary’s at Christmas and Easter.

Astronomy
On Mon 18th October, we hosted our second Astronomy evening.  The night sky wasn’t clear enough for us to spot stars and planets, but we did have some virtual learning and a chance to have a go with powerful telescopes.


Sport
The children have participated in many team sports throughout the year such as football, basketball, netball, cricket, and cross country.
Sport in the curriculum plays a significant part of school life.  As a result of this, we have many children who are eager to compete! This year we joined the Aylesbury Schools Football League and I’m proud to say that we now have four football teams: Year 5/6 boys’ A, Year 5/6 boys’ B, Yr. 5/6 girls’ and a mixed Yr. 3/4 team.

We were also fortunate to participate in the Bucks Cricket Board schools programme which meant that all children had cricket training for an hour a week for a whole term.  I’m sure that in years to come we will recognise some of those faces playing for England – both male and female.

Mandarin
Our Yr. 6 children now learn Mandarin thanks to being a feeder school for Wheatley Park School.  Hongyang Wu will continue to teach here next year too which is really exciting.

SATS
Being post-covid means that our Yr. 6 children will sit their SATs next week.  They have worked incredibly hard and deserve some amazing results.  I hope you will join us in wishing them well.

As we heard at a rapid pace towards the end of the school year, as a school, we would like to thank the whole community for your continued support.

Caroline Whitton
Headteacher

