
The Oxford-Cambridge Expressway 

This article is to raise awareness about the proposed Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway. It was agreed at the February meeting of Oakley Parish 
Council that this should be produced. 

Planning of the proposed new road so far 

Much has been written about the proposed new road and its possible impact on Oxfordshire and 

Buckinghamshire.  The Government’s perspective is given in many documents, and two key ones can be found 

here 

https://www.nic.org.uk/publications/partnering-prosperity-new-deal-cambridge-milton-keynes-oxford-arc/ 

https://www.nic.org.uk/publications/future-development-concepts/ 

The planning that has taken place so far has mostly been carried out by Highways England (a Government 

company) in secret. There is a list of registered stakeholders (including county councils, businesses, wildlife trusts 

etc.) who are invited to periodic presentations by Highways England, but there has not been consultation of any 

sort with the affected communities.  Local Councils should have alerted Local Parishes which in turn should have 

alerted their parishioners, but this hasn’t happened robustly, and in some cases, the Local Councils claim to have 

been kept in the dark.  In short, there has been no regular flow of information from the planners to the affected 

communities.  There were some meetings in November for Parish Councillors and registered Stakeholders to 

attend, but none of these involved the local communities.  Indeed, most communities and Parish Councils do not 

feel empowered to, or know how to, contribute and try to affect Highways England’s planning. 

Across the arc of the corridor, the Government wants to build one million new homes by 2050, housing about 2 

million more people.  Oxfordshire’s share of that total is 300,000 houses, a number that is more than the total 

number of houses in the county at present (about 280,000).   The Bucks/Beds region has a more moderate 66% 

increase, but this is on a base of already being the most populous region (houses per hectare) of the entire 

corridor. 

In September 2018 the Government announced its preferred corridor (B) for the expressway route. There 

are options within this corridor for routes either to the east or west of Oxford   Preliminary findings are 

that westerly option(s) will be the cheapest to build but that easterly option(s) will provide the fastest 

travel time. 

What Highways England is doing next 

The actual route for the expressway will probably fall within this preferred corridor, although Highways England 

has stated that the chosen route could still go elsewhere.  Highways England is currently looking at many options 

for the route, and these will be filtered to about six by the Autumn of 2019, when they will be made available for 

public consultation.  Once the final route is selected in Autumn 2020, it will be submitted for examination to the 

Planning Inspectorate with a view to starting expressway construction in 2025, for completion by 2030.  

Local opinion is that the preferred route will be to the east of Oxford.  

Highways England refers to this as corridor B3.  Within this corridor, the likely route will come around the south of 

Oxford from the A34 somewhere near Abingdon to meet the M40 at or near Junction 8/8A at Wheatley. The 

corridor is very narrow at this point so it would be very difficult to avoid this meeting point. The route will then 

either travel north east directly passing between Ickford and Shabbington , crossing the Thame road about 

midway between Oakley and Long Crendon and then continuing  east of Brill across the A41 towards Calvert 

where the East-West Rail ( EWR) route crosses HS2. Alternatively, the M40 northbound from Junction 8/8A 

would be used for several kilometres, leaving at a new M40 junction before Junction 9, Wendlebury.  The likely 

place for  this new junction on the M40 will be between Boarstall and Arncott, from which point the road would 

likely first go N/NE, before turning eastwards, following the line of EWR, again towards Calvert. It is of course 

https://www.nic.org.uk/publications/partnering-prosperity-new-deal-cambridge-milton-keynes-oxford-arc/


possible that a new road running parallel with the M40 would be preferred which would follow the edge of Oakley 

airfield and then the line of the pylons northwards 

Below is a map of the area east of Oxford with lines (black with yellow shadow) drawn on it that show four 

possible expressway routes as outlined above.  Please note that all four routes are only guesses, based on 

rather vague information given in the Corridor Assessment Report and its appendices. 

 

There are a number of action groups campaigning against the expressway. For the time being Oakley 

Parish Council have not aligned with any of these groups but that may change. This should not prevent a 

local action group being formed if there are parishioners who wish to do so. 

https://www.noexpressway.org/  

https://saveotmoor.org/ 

https://www.noexpresswayalliance.org/                (formed by the Oxford Friends of the Earth) 

https://www.expresswayactiongroup.com/ 

http://www.beag.org.uk/    (the Buckinghamshire Expressway Action Group) 

In addition, Wildlife Trusts and the RSPB have expressed grave concerns about the impact of the expressway on 

both wild animal and plant life, and there have been numerous, almost universally critical, articles in the local and 

national press and TV.  With assistance from the Horton-cum-Studley group, the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife 

Trust (BBOWT) has launched a legal challenge to Highways England over its lack of a proper Strategic 

Environment Assessment (SEA) for the expressway, as required by law for such a large project. 

Paul Kilpin 
On behalf of Oakley Parish Council 
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